Smple, C ompound
Complex and a
Complex Sentences

In Your Wnting
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Once you know the differences
between the three sentence tygbes
(ssmple, compound, and complex),
s possible to wrte with sentenée
variety.
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Sentence variety helps ma ke yg) ur
writing more interesting.



Smple
SEntence

A simple sentence contains
a subject and verb.

It expresses a single
complete thought.

A smple sentence isa
single independent
clause.
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Sample Smple Sentences

crept through the dark
house.

watched from
underneath an upturned cereal
box.

stopped
and surveyed his
surroundings.

danrted for the safety of
the nearly invisible hole under the
cabinet.

d Note that the wordsin are the
of the sentence, the wordsin
green are the predicate.
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Compound
Sentences

A compound sentence containstwo
independent clauses.
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Conjunctions (for, and, nor, but, or, and
yet, so) join these independent clauses.
(Hint: The conjunctions spell FANBOYS.)

The conjunction used can impact the
meaning of the sentence.



ample Compound

a daylight raid on the pantry.

6

entences 1
was unsuccessful in hisattemptto : -

catch the mouse, WER equa?&/
as unlucky in hisa ttempt to get the cheese.;:
had watched all of this, had >

refused to become involved. 2

could wait until dark, could Fsk

usually slept duning the day,
held him at the comer of the kitche
» Note that the wordsin are

the
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C omplex
SEntences
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A complex sentence isan independent claus
Joined by one or more dependent clauses.
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A subordinating conjunction begins the
dependent clauses.

A dependentclause that beginsa sentence
must be followed by comma.

A dependent clause hasa subject and a verb,
but it does not always make sense on itsown.



Subordlno’nng

After Until
Although if Unless
As inas much asif

in order that  When aslongas |
At least Whenever as much as

now that whereas soon
wherever as though Since
While because so that
Before even i That
even though  though




Sample ComplexSntences o

After he gave it some thought,
decided to wait until later for his trek.

fell asleep on the warm kitchen
because he wasdeprived of sleep the night,
before.

% When the mouse heard the soft snoring of his
sleeping nemesis, e scurried to the pantry
and grabbed enough food for a week.

keeps his nightly
vigil even though the foresighted mouse will
not be venturing out this week.
d Note that the subordinating conjunction is
in orange and the dependant clause isin
blue.

o3\ e6e||o:) ploioyow

ysibug jo "jdeq 9 "d 10ss8J0Id LUDisIsSyY YbBuIS “A “Ig



Compound-Complex 10
Eentences

A compound-complex sentfence s G
sentence that has at least two
Independent clauses and at least one
dependentclause.
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» The ssme wbordinating conunctions are used to
infroduce the dependent clauses.

» The same coordinating conpunctions (FANBOYS are
used forjoining the independent clauses.



Sample Compound- Complex;;

Sntences.

After the two adversanes had soa
years playing this "cat and mouge
game,

y continued.

Even though it seems the two were
bent on the other’sdestruction,
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¥ wanted the:
other’sdefeat.
was begun thousands of years
ago, will continue far into the

future as



