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Critical analysis on To Kill a Mockingbird

To KW a Motkingbivd o primardy o novel about growing wp wnder
extraordinary circunwstonces i tie 19305 U the Soutivern United States.
The story covery o spown of Huree years, during wiric the main charocters
undergo- significant changes: The story o wnavrated by the main
character, a Uttle grl named Jean Lowise "Scout’ Finch. Scout Funcv
lwves witihv her brotiver Jeww and thelr fotiver Attiens un the flctitlons and
sleepy town of Maycomp, Alabama. Their fotiver, Attlews, s tie local
lawyer and ay o single parent triey to- raise iy chilodren witiv honor and
respect to- their nditdualism. Attlens s greatly helped b this tosk by
iy kindly neighpory and o black houwsekeeper named Colpurnio. Withv
Hie Depression on times are hard, and tHiere Uy no- money to- be found
anywirere U town: One summer, Jew and Scout befriend a boy named
DU, who hagy come to- Live i theiur nelghboriood for the summer, and
tHhe trio-acty owt stories togetirver. Eventually, DUL becomes fascinated witiv
tHe spooky howse on tHheir street called the Radley Place. The howse s
owned by Mr. Nativan Radley, wirose brotirver, Artivwar (nickinamed Boo),
has lived Hrere for yeary withouwt venturing owtside. To- amumse themseles

Scout; Jem, and. DUL begn a relentless campaign duwring Heir sumumer
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tumes to- get Boo- Radley to- come owt of iy howse. They concoet endless
sehemes ond eveww go- so- for as to- create a play that detailsy Boo'y Uife
Attlewns forblds them fo- hawe anytiving to- do- witiv Mr. Radley, wrgung
themw to- let Hie poor maw be.
Scout by a tomboy who prefers Hhe company of boys and generally solves
her differences witiv her futs. She triey to- make sevse of a world that
demandy that she act ke a lady, o brotiver wivo- critieizes her for acting
Uke a girl, and a fotirer wiro-accepts her just oy sihe (s Scowt goes to- sehrool
for the fursttime that fall and detests Ut So,, e ends up gaining her most
vaduable eduncation ow her own street and from her fatirer.
She and Jemv find gifty apparently left for them v a knotivole of o tree
ow the Radley property. DUL returng the following summer, and e,
Scout; and Jem begun to- act owt tie story of Boo- Radley. Attiens puty o
stop to- their anties, wrgung the children to- try to- see Uife from anotirer
person’s perspective before making judgments. But;, on DULy last night un
Maycomdy for the sumumer, the thaee sneak onto- He Radley property,
wiere Nathhan Radley shoots at them. Jem loses iy pants un the ensming
escape. Whew he refurng for them, he funds Hhem mended and hung over
the fence. The next winter, Jem and Scout find more presents un tire tree,

presuwmably left by the mysteriows Boo: Nativan Radley eventually plngs
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the knothvole withv cement: Shortly thereafter, o fire breaks owt wv anotiver
neighhbor’'s howse, and during tie fure someone slips o blanket on Scowt's
showldery ay shhe watehes Hie blaze. Convinced that Boo- did o, Jem tells
Attiens about e mended ponts and the presents: to- the consternation of
Maycomb’s racist wirite community, Attlens agrees to-defend a black man
nameod Tom Robinson, wiho hay been accunsed of beating and raping o
wiiite woman, Mayella Ewell. Mot of the county  conwvinced
ummediately thot Tom Ly guilty of the crume, and begun to- look ot Attlens
v a very negatve way for actually defending Ihvim and trying to-do- right
by him Scowt and Jem begin to- get tormented over their fotirver ot seiool,
and. Attlens begs Hhemw notto-get rded wp over Hhe towns prejudice. Attiens
Wity o gong thurouglhv witiv the case becaunse iy covseience cowdo not
let i do- otihverwise. He kinows Tom (s uunocent, and also- Hat e lhas
almost no- chance ot being acquitted, becownse the wihite jury will never
believe o black mon over o wirite woman. Despite iy, Attlens wandts fo-
reveal the trutiv to- iy fellow towngpeople, expose their bigotry, and
encowrage them too magune the possiplity of racial equality. Otier
children tauwnt Jem and Scowt for AtHewsls actions, calling him a
"nigger-lover". Scout W tempted to- stand wp for her father's lhhonor by
fighting, even Hroughh he has told her notto: Tom Ropinson's trial beging,
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and. wiren Hre accursed. man Uy placed un the local jall, a mob gatirers to-
Wynchv him. Attlens faces tive mob down the night before the trial. Jem
and. Scout, wior hawve sneaked owt of the howse, soon joun him. Scowt
recognizes one of the men, and her polife guestioning abouwt his son
Attlens does not want Jem and. Scout to- be present at Tom Robinsonty
trial. No- seat s available on e main floor, so by buwitfation of Rev:

Sykes, Jem, Scouwt, and DUL watfeh from tHre colored bealcony. Attiens

establishes that the accwsers—Mayella and her fotihver, Bolr Ewell,

the fown drunk —are Wing. U becomes apparent to- Scout and Jem Hrot

Here i no-way that Tom Ropinson coudd hawve beaten and roped Mayella
Ewell, ay his lLeft hand s erippled. i fact, Mayella propositloned Tom
Ropinson, way canght by her fotiver, and Hen accunsed Tom of rape to-
cover her shhame and guilt: Attlews provides impressive evidence Hat e
mavks one Mayelda’s face are from wounds that her fativer inflicted; wpon
Adscovering her withv Tom, he called her a wirore and beat her. Yet
despite Hhe significant evidence pointing to- Tom's uwnocence, the all-
white jury conwvicty hime The bwnocent Tom later tries fo- escape from
prison and W shot to- deativ. In e aftermativ of tie trial, Jenwy faitiv in
Jwstice Wy badly sihaken, and e lapses unto-despondency and doubt: After
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the triel hay died doww Bol Ewell, Mayellaly fatirer, beging Hureatening
Attlens for embarrassing hvim uv cowrt; and resolves Hhat hWe/ll get v
bock one woy or another. Aftlens  conwvineed that hely ol falk, and
posses U off as such . Funally, he attacks Hhe defenseless Jem and Scont
wihile  Hwey walk home on  a  dark  wight after  tHee
school Halloween pageant: One of Jewds arms s broken v the struggle,
but amid the confusion someone comes to- the childrentsy rescue. The
mysterions mon corries Jem home, wirere Scout realizes that he v Boo-
Radley. The sherlff arrives at the Finchh howse to- annownce that Bol
Ewell hay been found dead wnder tive tree where the children were
ottacked, having follenw on iy oww knife. By Hus tume, Scowt realizes
that the stranger y none otirer than Boo- Radley, and that Boo- s actally
respovsible for killing Ewell, s saving her and Jenwds Lives: lw spite of
Attlens) unsistence to- Hwe controvy, the sherdff refuses to- press charges
agaivst Boo: Scowt agrees with thas deciston and explainsg her
uwnderstonding to- her fativer. Boo- sees Jem one move time and. tiew asks
Scowt fo- take i home, but rativer thaw escort i home as thouglh he
were a chuldd, she hhas Boo- escort her to- s howse as o gentleman woulol

Ay she walks i back home, shrhe realizes Hhat odl Huysy tume he was
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watthing them from hiy frovdt porchv wiundows, and just for a lttle wivle
To- KW a Motkingbird explores the questions of nocence and harsiv
experience, good and el from several different angles: Tom Robinsonw's
trial exploresy these eas by examining the el of racial prejudice, Uy
ab ity to- polson an otherwise admirable Soutivern town and destroy an
unotent man, and Uy effect on young Jem and Scout: Because tive point
of o trial W fo- dscover guldt or bnnotence, Tow'y triad serves asy a useful
mechanism for Lee to- lay owt the argument against racial prejudice un a
dvomatic framework suited fo- the lavger themes of the wnovel
Additionally, becanse a trial s essentlally about the presentfotion of
focts, U serves ay a laboratory un wirich the extent of Hhe townw's prejudice
can be objectively measured. Attiens presents a solid case Hhat leanves
virfually no- room for doubpt: Tom Robinson s unotent; and of he iy
found guilty, then b b only becanse of the jury’s racism. The black
community v Maycomb iy guite Ldealized, especially un Hhe scenes at
the black churchv and b the “colored balcony’ during tHhe trial. Lees
portrayal of the black commumnity st wnrealistic or unbelievable; o i
umportant to- pount out, however, that she emplhasizes ol of tie good
guolifies of the community without ever pounting owt any of the bad

Source: Spark Notes




P.G-II
CC-7
To Kill a Mocking Bird-Harper Lee

Dr. Vandana Singh
Assistant Professor
P.G Dept of English
Mabharaja College, Ara

ones. The black community » shown foo be loving, affectionate,
Colpurnia and Tom, membery of Huy community, possess remarkoble
dignity and moral conrage. Buttire lealization of Hhe black commumnity
between victimy and victimizers: The toww's black citizeny are the novel’s
vietims, oppressed by white pregudice and forced to- live n an
enwironment wirere He mere word of a man like Bolr Ewell can doom
them to- Ufe wv prison, or evenw execution, withv no- otiver evidence. By
presenting the blacks of Maycombp as virtuows victimg—good people made
to- suffer—Lee makes her wmoral condemnation of prejudice divect
emplatic, and explicit: The novel dealsy withv justice and prejudice
Huwoughowt: The fiHe basicolly captures tive wihole theme of the book: f
B a s to- kil a Motckingbivo. Attlens telly s children His: The reason -
-~motkingbirds do- notving bad--they just sing. There are o couple of
"motkingbirds) Ln the story--Boo, Tom Robinson. Botiv these men are
wwnotent viectimy of the town

A few browve people try to- do-te right iving. Attlens seeks justiee for Tom

by opting to- defend him b cownrt (Tom Uy being tried for a rape he did
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not comumdlt). The jury comwicts Tom becavnse Hiey essentially believe the
Boo- b v poaurt a victum of iy fotirer's Lea of wirat b just: Instead of being
sent to- a state school, Wiy fotiver keeps hime wnder howse arrest--a
puinisihument that last Boo'y enture Life
Boo- risks everytiing wihew he saves Jem and Scout: Wihen he stabs bob
Ewell (Mayeldaly abuwsive fativer), U s the right tiving to- do—--he sanves
Jenwdy life. However, f justice were served according to- Hhe letter of e
laws, Boo- would hawve gone to- jail for witat e oid.
Botiv Heck Tate (the sheriff) and Attiens decide to- Lie fo- sane Boo from
the covsequences of iy action. Attlens Uey and says that Jem did oF
(kinowing Jem st too- young to- stond trial) and Heck Tate Lies and
sayys that Bol Ewell "fell on iy kinife!. This means that botiv of Hie men
wio- are sworn i one copacity or another to- uphold the law-are willing
to- bend UF to- protect o vidnerable persovnn So- Hhere B huwmanity un the
Juwstice untre book: It shhows Hhat there L a type of justice that goes beyond
the conrts, and thot sometimes the "right' Hung U not upheld by tive laws
- Anvunderlyung theme uv thug boolk U et we as humany are respovsible
for acting according to- ovnr conscience. We shhould try to- use the law- wiren

we can, but we also have a higher imperative--we have to- follow owr
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conseience. And Uf a child snci as Scout living v o 1930y society comn
learn to- overcome suciv deeply held prejudices and come to- wnderstand.
the wmdividunal wortiv of a person then srely people ling v today's

society coan too-
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