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Aspects of the
Constitution of India

I. Secularism in India means
(rejection of religion/respect for all the religions/respect for ones own religion).

2. Socialism in India means (state ownership of all industries/
state’s major role in economy/equal distribution of wealth).
3. India became a Republic on (15 August, 1947, 26 November 1949/

26 January 1950).

5.6 Justice, Liberty and Equality

The struggle for freedom was not only against the British rule but their struggle should also
usher in an era of restoring the dignity of men and women, removal of poverty and end to
all types of exploitation. Such strong motivations and cherished ideals had prompted the
framers to lay emphasis on the provisions of Justice, Liberty and Equality to all the citizens
of India.

Justice

Justice promises to give people what they are entitled to in terms of basic rights to food,
clothing, housing, participation in the decision-making and living with dignity as human
beings. The Preamble covers all these dimensions of justice - social, economic and political.
Besides, the granting of political justice in the form of universal adult franchise or the
representative form of democracy. You will read socio-economic justice in next lessons.

Liberty

The Preamble also mentions about liberty of thought and expression. These freedoms
have been guaranteed in the Constitution through the Fundamental Rights. Though freedom
from want has not been guaranteed in the Fundamental Rights, certain directives to the
State have been mentioned in the Directive Principles.

Equality

Equality is considered to be the essence of modern democratic ideology. The Constitution
makers placed the ideals of equality in a place of pride in the Preamble. All kinds of
inequality based on the concept of rulers and the ruled or on the basis of caste and gender,
were to be eliminated. All citizens of India should be treated equally and extended equal
protection of law without any discrimination based on caste, creed, birth, religion, sex etc.
Similarly equality of opportunities implies that regardless of the socio-economic situations
into which one is born, he/she will have the same chance as everybody else to develop his/
her talents and choose means of livelihood.

Fill in the blanks :
1. Justice means giving people what they . (are entitled to/ want)
2. The Constitution of India guarantees . (liberty of thought

and expression/freedom from want)
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Aspects of the

Constitution of India
In the background of India’s multi-lingual, multi-cultural and multi- religious society and —
keeping in view the partition of the country, the framers of the Constitution were very
much concerned about the unity and integrity of our newly independent country. There
was a need for harmonious co-existence among various religions, linguistic, cultural and
economic groups. Inclusion of phrases like *dignity of individuals’, *fraternity among people”
and ‘unity and integrity of the nation’ in the Preamble highlight such a need.

Egalitarian: A society, which feels concerned for meeting the needs of all its
members, is known as egalitarian society. An egalitarian state is expected to reduce
inequalities among citizens and fulfill minimum requirements of all.

The Preamble has provided for a vision humane which is, democratic, secular and,
therefore, egalitarian. Therefore, inspite of not being a part of the Constitution, the
Preamble has always been given due respect and regard by the courts while
interpreting the Constitution.

So far you have read about the Preamble to the Indian Constitution. In the subsequent
paragraphs you are going to read about the salient features of the Indian Constitution
which directly and indirectly flow from the Preamble, indicating the faith of framers in the
ideals, objectives and goals as mentioned in our Constitution

A Written Constitution

The Indian Constitution is mainly a written constitution. A written constitution is framed at
a given time and comes into force or is adopted on a fixed date as a document. As you
have already read that our constitution was framed over a period of 2 years, 11 months
and 18 days, it was adopted on 26th November, 1949 and enforced on January 26, 1950.
Certain conventions have gradually evolved over a period of time which have proved
useful in the working of the constitution. The British Constitution is an example of unwritten
constitution. It is to be noted though, that a written constitution is ‘mainly’ an enacted
document, there could be bodies or institutions which may not be included in the constitution
but form an important part of governance. In Indian context one can mention the Planning
Commission. It is very important body for country’s planning and development. But, the
planning commission was set up in March 1950, not by an Act of Parliament, nor as a Part
of the Constitution of India. It was set up by a cabinet resolution. The Indian constitution
is the lengthiest in the world. The original constitution had 395 Articles and 8 Schedules,
while, the constitution of USA has only 7 Articles.

@ intext Queston 5.4

Fill in the blanks :

a) A Constitution is a body of (rules, basic laws, principles).

b)  The Constitution of India was enforced on (August 15, 1947,
November 26, 1949, January 26. 1950)
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Aspects of the | ¢)  The original Indian Constitution consisted of _ . __Articles. (495, 395,
Constitution of India 295)

d)  The constitution of India was adopted by _ ____.(Constitution Assembly,
Committee, State assembly)

A Combination of Rigidity and Flexibility

The Indian Constitution is a unique example of combination of rigidity and flexibility. A
constitution may be called rigid or flexible on the basis of its amending procedure. In a rigid




