
NewApproachestotheStudyofGovernmentandPolitics

The discussion about the nature of behavioural political analysis and its
departurefrom
the traditional approach would enable the students to understand the major
paradigms,
suchas:
Nature
Goalsandmethods
Conceptualframeworks
Contendingapproachesandmodels
Themainaimofthisstudy willbeto assesstheirsignificancefor thestudy of
comparative government and politics at a time when a debate between the
empiricaland
normativetheoriesisstillcontinuing.
GeneralSystemsTheory
The most well-known among these are a number of systematic approaches,
whichstem
from the general systems theory. The systems theory had its origins in natural
sciences,
butonthewhole,thetheoryoriginatedinmovementsaimedat amalgamationof
science
and scientific analysis. The advocates of the theory wanted to find a unifying
element,
whichwould offer a broader perspective for creativeanalysis. Inthe period after
World
WarII,thisresolveditselfaroundtheconcept ofsystems,whichVonBertalanffy,
the
Germanbiologist, defined as a set of ‘ elementsstanding ininteraction’ . This
conceptis
based on the idea that objects or elements within a group are in some way
relatedtoone
another and inturn, interact with one another on the basis of certain identifiable



processes.
The term ‘ system’ is useful for organizing one’ s knowledge about many
social
objects. The use of the ‘ systems’ approachto politics allowsone to see the
subjectina
way that ‘ each part of the political canvas doesnot stand alone but isrelated
toother
parts’ . The operation of the one part cannot be fully understood without
referringtothe
wayinwhichthewholesystemoperates.
DavidEaston,oneofthefirstpoliticalscientiststoproposetheutilityofsystems
analysisfor the study of politics, definesa political system asthat ‘ behaviour
orsetof
interactions through which authoritative allocations (or binding decisions) are
madeand
implemented for society’ . A system is marked by separation and integration.
Thechief
function of a political system is making authoritative decisions that allot
advantagesand
disadvantages for an entire society. At the core of this concept lies
decision-making,
which is the essence of the political system. The proponents of the systems
theory
identify threeprimaryconstituentsofeverypoliticalsystem,namelythepolitical
community,
the regime and the political authorities. The political community comprises all
those
persons bound together by a political division of labour. The regime makes up
the
constitutional legal structures, political processes, institutional norms, as well
asbasic
values. The political authorities are those individuals who exercise power as
agentsof


