MJC 7, Semester 4

Causes and Consequences of World
War |l

Introduction

World War 1l (1939-1945) was a
global conflict that involved most of

t
t

ne world's nations, including all of
ne great powers. The war was the

C

eadliest conflict in human history,

resulting in an estimated 50-80
million fatalities.

Causes of World War Il



1. Rise of Nazi Germany: The
aggressive expansion of Nazi
Germany, led by Adolf Hitler, was a
major cause of World War II.

2. Appeasement Policy: The policy
of appeasement, pursued by Britain
and France, allowed Nazi Germany
to pursue its aggressive expansion
without facing significant
opposition.

3. Italian Aggression: The
aggressive expansion of Fascist
Italy, led by Benito Mussolini, also
contributed to the outbreak of World
War |l.

4. Japanese Aggression: The
aggressive expansion of Imperial
Japan, led by Hideki Tojo,
contributed to the outbreak of World



War |l in Asia.
Consequences of World War Il

1. Massive Human Losses: World
War Il resulted in an estimated
50-80 million fatalities, making it the
deadliest conflict in human history.
2. Destruction of Infrastructure: The
war resulted in the destruction of
infrastructure, including cities,
towns, and industries.

3. Formation of the United Nations:
The aftermath of World War Il led to
the formation of the United Nations,
an international organization
dedicated to promoting peace,
security, and cooperation among
nations.



4. Emergence of the United States
and the Soviet Union as
Superpowers: World War Il marked
the emergence of the United States
and the Soviet Union as
superpowers, setting the stage for
the Cold War.

Impact on International Relations

1. Establishment of the Bipolar
World Order: World War Il led to the
establishment of a bipolar world
order, with the United States and the
Soviet Union as the two dominant
powers.

2. Formation of the European Union:
The aftermath of World War Il led to
the formation of the European



Union, a regional organization
dedicated to promoting economic
integration and cooperation among
European nations.

3. Decolonization and the
Emergence of New Nations: World
War Il marked the beginning of the
decolonization process, with many
new nations emerging in the
aftermath of the war.

4. Establishment of International
Law and Institutions: World War |l
led to the establishment of
international law and institutions,
including the Geneva Conventions
and the International Court of
Justice.

Conclusion



World War Il was a pivotal event in
modern history, resulting in massive
human losses, destruction of
infrastructure, and a profound
impact on international relations.
The war marked the emergence of
the United States and the Soviet
Union as superpowers, set the stage
for the Cold War, and led to the
establishment of international law
and institutions.



