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ELECTORALSYSTEM IN INDIA

Elcctions enable every adult citizen of the country to participate in the process of
government formation. You must have observed that elections are held in our country
frequently. These include elections to elect members of the Lok Sabha, Rajya Sabha,
State Legislative Assemblies (Vidhan Sabhas) Legislative Councils (Vidhan Parishad) and
of, President and Vice-President of India. Elections are also held for local bodies such as
municipalities, municipal corporations and Panchayati Raj justifications. If you have attained
the age of 18, you must have voted in some of these elections. If not, you will have the
opportunity to vote in the next round of elections. These elections are held on the basis of
universal adult franchise, which means all Indians of 18 years of age and above have the
right to vote, irrespective of their caste, colour, religion, sex or place of birth.

Election is a complex exercise. It involves schedules rules and machinery. This lesson will
give you a clear picture of the voting procedure, as also about filing of nominations, their
scrutiny and the campaigns carried out by the parties and the candidates before actual
polling. In this lesson you will read about the Election Commission, electoral system in
India and also some suggestions for electoral reforms.

D) Objectives

After studying this lesson, you will be able to
®  describe the composition of the Election Commission of India;
®  enumerate the functions the Election Commission and explain its role;

®  recall the procedure of election from the announcement of schedule, to the declaration
of the result;

®  mention various stages in the electoral process;
®  recognise the poll-related officers and describe their functions;
® identify the drawbacks and need for electoral reforms;

®  suggest the electoral reforms and those already carried on.
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18.1 Election Commission of India

The architects of the Indian Constitution attached special significance to an independent
electoral machinery for the conduct of elections. The Constitution of India provides for an
Election Commission of India which is responsible for superintendence direction and control
of all elections. It is responsible for conducting elections to both the Houses of Parliament
and State Legislatures and for the offices of President and Vice-President. Besides, it is
also responsible for the preparation revision, updation and maintenance of lists of voters, It
delimits constituencies for election to the Parliament and the State Legislatures, fixes the
election programme and settles election disputes. It performs many other functions related
to elections,

18.1.1 Composition

The Election Commission consists of the Chief Election Commissioner and such other
Election Commissioners as may be decided by the President from time to time. Ever since
the first Chief Election Commissioner was appointed in 1950, there was no other Election
Commissioner till 1989, The Chief Election Commissioner was assisted by a larger number
of officials. The Election Commission became a multi-member body on 16 October 1989
when the President appointed two more Election Commissioners, The senior of the two
Election Commissioners is appointed as the Chief Election Commissioner.

18.1.2 Tenure and Removal

Chief Election Commissioner and other Election Commissioners are appointed for a term
of six years, or till the age of 65 whichever is earlier. It is important that Chief Election
Commissioner and other Election Commissioners should be free from all political
interferences. Therefore, even if they are appointed by the President, they cannot be
removed by him. And no changes can be brought in the conditions of service and the
tenure of office after their appointment. The Chief Election Commissioner cannot be
removed from office, except on the grounds and in the manner on which the Supreme
Court judges can be removed. However, since the other Election Commissioners and the
Regional Election Commissioners work under the Chief Commissioner, they may be
removed by the President on his recommendations.

18.2 Powers and Functions of The Election Commission

The primary function of the Election Commission is to conduct free and fair elections in
India. For this purpose, the Election Commission has the following functions:

18.2.1 Delimitation of Constituencies

To facilitate the process of elections, a country has to be divided into several constituencies,

MODULE - 4

Structure of Government

Constituency It is territorial area from where a candidate contests elections

The task of delimiting constituencies is generally performed by the Delimitation Commission
consisting of five serving or retired judges of the Supreme Court and the Chief Election
Commissioner who is its ex-officio member, All secretarial assistance (at all levels, national,
state, district) is provided to the Delimitation Commission by the Election Commission,
The Delimitation Commission is constituted by the Government from time to time,
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