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18.4.2 Filing of Nomination Structure of Government

A person who intends to contest an election is required to file the nomination paper in a
prescribed form indicating his name, age, postal address and serial number in the electoral
rolls. The candidate is required to be duly proposed and seconded by at least two voters
registered in the concerned constituency. Every candidate has to take an oath or make
affirmation. These papers are then submitted to the Returning Officer designated by the
Election Commission.

Notes L—""
18.4.3 Security Deposit

Every candidate has to make a security deposit at the time of filing nomination. For Lok
Sabha every candidate has to make a security deposit of Rs.10,000/- and for State Assembly
Rs. 5,000. But candidates belonging to Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes are required
to deposit Rs. 5,000/ for if contesting the Lok Sabha elections and Rs. 2,500/~ for contesting
Vidhan Sabha elections. The security deposit is forfeited if the candidate fails to get at
least 1/6 of the total valid votes polled.

18.4.4 Scrutiny and Withdrawal

All nomination papers received by the Returning Officer are scrutinised on the day fixed
by the Election Commission. This is done to ensure that all papers are filled according to
the procedure laid down and accompanied by required security deposit. The Returning
Officer is empowered to reject a nomination paper on any one of the following ground:

(1) If the candidate is less than 25 years of age.

(ii) If he/she has not made security deposit.

(iii) If he/she is holding any office of profit.

(iv) If he/she is not listed as a voter anywhere in the country

The second day after the scrutiny of nomination papers is the last date for the withdrawal
of the candidates. In case that day happens to be a holiday or Sunday, the day immediately
after that is fixed as the last day for the withdrawal.

18.4.5 Election Campaign

Campaigning is the process by which a candidate tries to persuade the voters to vote for
him rather than others. During this period, the candidates try to travel through their
constituency to influence as many voters as possible to vote in their favour. In the recent
times, the Election Commission has granted all the recognised National and Regional Parties,
free access to the State-owned electronic media, the All India Radio (AIR) and the
Doordarshan to do their campaigning. The total free time is fixed by the Election Commission
which is allotted to all the political parties. Campaigning stops 48 hours before the day of
polling. A number of campaign techniques are involved in the election process. Some of
these are:

i.  Holding of public meetings

ii.  Distribution of handbills, highlighting the main issues of their election manifesto (election
manifesto is a document issued by political party. It is declaration of policies and
programmes of the party concerned — about this you will read in details in the following
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iii.  Door to door appeal by influential people in the party.

iv. Broadcasting and telecasting of speeches by various political leaders.
18.4.6 Model Code of Conduct

During the campaign period the political parties and the contesting candidates are expected
to abide by a model code of conduct evolved by the Election Commission of India on the
basis of the consensus among political parties. It comes into force the moment schedule of
election is announced by the Election Commission. The code of conduct is as follows :

(i) Political Parties and contesting candidates should not use religious places for election
campaign.

(ii) Such speeches should not be delivered in a way to create hatred among different
communities belonging to different religions, castes and languages, etc.

(i) Official machinery should not be used for election work.

(iv) No new grants can be sanctioned, no new schemes or projects can be started once
the election dates are announced.

(v) One cannot misuse mass media for partisan coverage.

18.4.7 Scrutinisation of Expenses

Though the Election Commission provides free access for a limited time to all the recognised
National and State parties for their campaign, this does not mean that political parties do
not spend anything on their elections campaign. The political parties and the candidates
contesting election spend large sum of amount on their election campaign. However, the
Election Commission has the power to scrutinise the election expenses to be incurred by
the candidates. There is a ceiling on expenses to be incurred in Parliamentary as well as
State Assembly elections. Every candidate is required to file an account of his election
expenses within 45 days of declaration of results. In case of default or if the candidate has
incurred (expenses) more than the prescribed limit, the Election Commission can take
appropriate action and the candidate elected may be disqualified and his election may be
countermanded.

18.4.8 Polling, Counting and Declaration of Result

In order to conduct polling, large number of polling booths are set up in each constituency.
Each booth is placed under the charge of a Presiding Officer with the Polling Officers to
help the process.

A voter casts his/her vote secretly in an enclosure, so that no other person comes to know
of the choice he/she has made. It is known as secret ballot.

After the polling is over, ballot boxes are sealed in the presence of agents of the candidates.
Agents ensure that no voter is denied right to vote, provided the voter turns up comes
within the prescribed time limit.

18.4.9 Electronic Voting Machines (EVMs)

The Election Commission has started using tamper proof electronic voting machines to



